CHAPTER Xllt
Soviet Asia
KAZAKHSTAN
KAZAKHSTAN, one of the largest republics of the U.S.S.R.,
consists of an extensive lowland of Tertiary and Quaternary
horizontal sedimentary deposits, bordered in the east and
south-east by mountains of the Hercynian folded system. In
the north-east there is a continuation of the Hercynian system
extending westward towards the Urals to form the Kazakh
upland country.
Physical Divisions
THE PRE-CASPIAN AND NORTH TURAN LOWLAND
This lowland, the altitude of which rarely exceeds 300 feet,
occupies a large part of Western Kazakhstan, and represents
an extension of the sea into a region of subsidence in relatively
recent geological times. It is divided by the Mugodzhar
Mountains, the low southern extension of the Urals. To the
south of these mountains lies the Ust-Urt Plateau, a barren,
waterless region which rises in steep, often cliff-like escarp-
ments to a height of from 200 to 300 feet. The surface consists
of monotonous clay semi-desert, completely lifeless, the land-
scape unbroken by the green of grass or bushes. Not even
the cry of a bird is to be heard in this desolate region.
East of the Mugodzhar the Tertiary deposits of the Turan
Lowland are continued northward as a narrow zone between
the mountains and the Kazakh Upland region. This zone is
the Turgai tableland region, comprising a number of not
very high flat-topped steep-edged heights, situated like island
blocks amid the surrounding plain. A large portion of both
the pre-Caspian and Turan Lowland has a barren clay surface,
often covered with sands. Around the Aral Sea the sand
deserts are particularly well developed, and are known as
the Barsuk, Kara Kum, and Kizil Kum.